DARE TO IMAGINE...
a peaceful society, enriched by
its plurality of voices, transformed /
through active and open dialogue 4
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Voices Across Boundavries
A magazine for the new Canada

Vox Feminarum

Voices Across Boundaries reflects
the diversity of cultures, languages
and religions of the peoples who
make Canada their home. In its
pages, Christians rub shoulders with
Zoroastrians, Muslims with Mo-
hawks, Buddhists with secularists. As
a multifaith review of current affairs,
it brings the world’s spiritual wisdom
to bear on such challenging topics as
the causes of religious violence, the
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ethics of sex selection and the changing nature of community.

At the core of Voices are multilayered, multifaith theme sections
that explore these topics from an astonishing variety of angles. In
addition, Voices is a forum for visual art, fiction, poetry, book re-
views, reflections on sacred figures and sacred texts, new and tra-
ditional prayers, a multifaith calendar and much more.

In Voices top writers explore essential issues:

4 Ernie Regehr discovers that pacifists may sometimes need to

take up arms

4 Navsharan Singh and Shree Mulay lament India’s 20 million

missing girls

4 Mohamed Ihsan Alief grapples with the tensions between Mus-

lim and Indonesian identities

4 Sallie McFague seeks a new paradigm in which the earth is a

body of God

The creative edge of women’s wisdom

Vox Feminarum is Canada’s only multifaith journal devoted to
spirituality from a feminist perspective. Each issue crosses religious
and geographic boundaries to explore and celebrate the integral
connections between the individual, the community, creation and

the Sacred.

Vox offers a fresh, feminist perspective to timely and provocative is-
sues through analysis, spiritual autobiography, award-winning poetry,

fiction, visual arts and book and media reviews.

Contributors to Vox provide excellent writing, diverse perspectives -

and innovative works such as:

beneath the Islamic veil

ing a Jewish lesbian mother

Christian ritual

4 Roksana Bahramitash exploring the many meanings
4 Laura Wolfson sharing the challenges and joys of be-
4 Lois Wilson reporting on women’s transformation of

4 Susan Witmer recovering the teaching of Hypatia,
killed for being a witch 1,500 years ago




Events and public offerings

Across Boundaries sparks the multifaith
imagination:

4 Panelists Charles Taylor, Farhang Rajaee, Thupten
Jinpa, Michal Shekel and Ronald Beiner wrestle
with the question “Is Religion the Problem?”

4 Historian Marilyn Fiardig Whiteley, in costume as
Molly Wesley, recreates the life of the wife of the
founder of the Methodist Church on stage

4 David Burrell, Norbert Samuelson, Liyakat Takim
and other Christian, Jewish and Muslim speakers ex-
plore the meaning of creation in their traditions

4 Dancers, Native drummers, poets, visual
artists and others celebrate creativity

4 McGill University students get a hands-on intro-
duction to the way various traditions ap-
proach death and dying

The real issue for faith today is,
“Does affirmation require
negation? Can | celebrate my
own history, traditions and
forms of worship without feeling +

threatened by the music and
intensity of other faith +
commitments?”

— Rabbi David Hartman
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I am encouraged by the
establishment of a new multifaith
institute in Canada called Across
Boundaries... | believe we should
take every opportunity to create

harmony wherever we can and that
Across Boundaries can make a
significant contribution in this
direction.

— His Holiness the Dalai Lama

Ongoing Across Boundaries activities include:
4

sponsoring/cosponsoring conferences on themes such as
building world peace (Edmonton), religions after
9/11 (Montreal) and Abraham in Christianity, Juda-
ism and Islam (Toronto)

mounting a playwriting competition leading to a pro-
fessionally produced play on a multifaith theme

organizing Whole in Body, Whole in Spirit, a full
day of healing and ritual in a variety of modalities and
healing traditions

maintaining a website, www.acrossboundaries.net, as
an information source on religious topics and multifaith
dialogue

publishing proceedings of multifaith conferences

developing a list of resources and experts on various
traditions and practices



Diverse, Engaged, Enriched, Peaceful...
A World Transformed

ACROSS BOUNDARIES MULTIFAITH INSTITUTE is a Canadian charitable organization ded-
icated to strengthening civil society and enhancing pluralism in Canada and globally by pro-
moting dialogue and exchange among divergent groups and populations, and by bringing the
diverse wisdoms of the world’s religious and secular traditions to bear on current global ethi-
cal, cultural, social, economic and scientific issues.

WE SEEK TO...

INFORM
EXCHANGE
EXPERIENCE

Gregory Baum — Professor Emeritus of Reli-
gious Studies, McGill University

Louisa Blair — Writer, translator; former as-
sociate editor, Compass magazine

Robert Corman — Founder/president, Na-
tional Partnership for Social Enterprise con-
sulting firm, Morristown, NJ

Dolly Dastoor — Clinical psychologist; for-
mer president, Federation of Zoroastrian
Associations of North America

Parin Dossa — Associate Professor of An-
thropology, Simon Fraser University

David Eley S) — Assistant to the English Ca-
nadian Jesuit Provincial for Social and In-
ternational Ministries

John Fraser — Master, Massey College, Uni-
versity of Toronto

Perwaiz Hayat — Lecturer in the Depart-
ment of Religion, Concordia University
Victor Sogen Hori — Associate Professor of
Japanese Religions, McGill University

by enhancing public knowledge about contemporary beliefs, traditions and prac-
tices, about the complex relationships among them and about the insights they of-
fer into contemporary issues and events.

by stimulating dialogue among diverse religious and secular perspectives, encour-
aging discussion of their impact on contemporary society and facilitating network-
ing among people interested in exploring multifaith/interfaith perspectives.

by engaging people in retreats, experiential workshops and artistic activities
to help deepen mutual understanding and respect among people from a vari-

ety of backgrounds.

Advisory Council

Sonali Karnick — Journalist for CBC Radio,
Montreal

Rabbi Leigh Lerner — Rabbi, Temple
Emanu-El-Beth Sholom, Montreal

Barry Levy — Dean, Faculty of Religious
Studies, McGill University

Prakash Mody — Jain representative for the
Ontario Multicultural Council on Spiritual
and Religious Care

Farhang Rajaee — Associate Professor of
Political Science and Humanities, Carleton
University

Bahija Réghai — Vice-President, Arab Cana-
dian Women’s Association (ACWA)
William Ryan SJ — Economist; founding di-
rector, Center of Concern, Washington,
D.C.

David Seljak — Chair, Department of Reli-
gious Studies, University of Waterloo

Bernard Shapiro — Ethics Commissioner,
House of Commons, Ottawa; Emeritus

To join in or support our endeavours, or to obtain more informa-
tion about our publications and programs, please contact us at:

Across Boundaries Administrative Office
P.O. Box 437, Station A, Toronto ON M5W 1C2
phone: 416-850-3598 4 fax: 416-850-3599
info@acrossboundaries.net 4 www.acrossboundaries.net

Principal and Vice-Chancellor, McGill Uni-
versity

Arvind Sharma — Birks Professor of Com-
parative Religion, McGill University
Manijit Singh — Instructor on Sikhism, Fac-
ulty of Religious Studies, McGill University
Charles Taylor — Board of Trustees Profes-
sor of Philosophy and Law, Northwestern
University

John Thomson — Publisher, Canadian Geo-
graphic magazine, Ottawa

Thupten Jinpa — President, Institute of Ti-
betan Classics; principal English translator
to His Holiness the Dalai Lama

Very Rev Hon Lois Wilson — former Cana-
dian Senator; former moderator, United
Church of Canada

Marion Woodman - Jungian analyst in
practice in Toronto

Steering Committee
Bob Chodos — Managing editor, Voices
Across Boundaries
Ginny Freeman MacOwan — Editor, Vox
Feminarum; Director, Partnerships & Pro-
grams
Wanda Romer Taylor — Editor, Voices
Across Boundaries
Gail van Varseveld — Coordinator, Produc-
tion & Website



